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FROM YOUR STEERING COMMITTEE 
Our special fall meeting of UMMRA on Friday, 
October 5 featured guest speaker Inkpa 
(Javier) Lara-Ruiz who presented his powerful 
paintings and treated us with an impromptu 
exposé of Dakota history over dinner, catered 
by Carol McCannon and Brenda Boever. 
 
 









Due to scheduling conflicts, we cancelled     
the November 1 quarterly meeting and 
rescheduled it as our annual business meeting 
and holiday potluck on December 6.   
 
Fourteen UMMRA 
members enjoyed a 
delicious variety of 
foods and Ferolyn 
Angell presented her 
research, funded by 
an UMMRA grant, on 
her trip to Schwedt, Germany and her film, “In 
the Shadow” about lives lost in the Holocaust.   
 
Thanks to the efforts of our treasurer, Michael 
O’Reilley, UMMRA-sponsored faculty/staff 
coffee hours are up and running.  These 
"coffee mornings," hosted by the library, give 
faculty and staff from across campus the 
chance to meet one another. All (non-student) 
employees are welcome.  Please join us in the 
Briggs Library McGinnis Room: 
Wednesday, 10 - 11 am  
Thursday, 10 - 11 am 
 
UMMRA EXTENDS SINCERE SYMPATHIES 
to the families of Dolores Lammers, friend of 
the university and wife of the late professor of 
theatre arts Raymond J. Lammers, who 
passed away on October 18, 2018.  The family 
requests memorials to the University of 
Minnesota Foundation, PO Box 860266, 
Minneapolis, MN 55486-0266, Lammers Fund 
#8279.  
Patricia Paul "Patty" LaFave passed away on 
Saturday, Oct. 20, 2018. Along with her late 
husband, Edward J. LaFave Jr., she was a 
friend of the university and active in the West 
Central Education Development Association 
Quarterly Quotes 
"Laughter is the sun that drives winter 
from the human face." 
--Victor Hugo 
that was instrumental in the establishment of 
University of Minnesota Morris. 
Professor emeritus of psychology Ernest 
"Ernie" Kemble passed away on Monday, 
October 29, 2018. Ernie earned the Horace T. 
Morse-Minnesota Alumni Association Award 
for Outstanding Contributions to 
Undergraduate Education. Ernie and his wife, 
Cathy, also created the Ernest Kemble 
Scholarship. The family requests memorials to 
the Ernest Kemble Scholarship at University of 
Minnesota Morris. 
Deborah "Debbie" Henrichs passed away on 
November 22, 2018 at the age of 54.  She 
worked in the food service department of UMM 
for 25 years. Debbie is survived by her 
husband, Roland “Rollie” Henrichs; daughters 
Crystal (Brad) Searle and Lacey Henrichs; son, 
Dylan; and three granddaughters. 
 
COMING EVENTS 
Friday, February 1, 7:30 pm,  
Edson Auditorium 
Performing Arts Series: Tami Lee Hughes, 
violinist, the Legacy Show, featuring cultural 
contributions of African-American composers. 
 
Thursday-Saturday, February 7-9, 7:30 pm, 
Black Box Theater 
The theater discipline presents a play directed 
by Maggie Caplan ’19, “She Kills Monsters.”  
This emotionally charged play delves into one 
woman's adventure into the fantasy world of 
dungeons and dragons as she attempts to 
connect with her late sister.  
 
Thursday, February 14, 6:30 pm, Oyate Hall 
Valentine’s day dinner and concert choir,  
tickets on sale until January 22. 
 
Saturday, March 2, 7:30 pm,  
Edson Auditorium 
Performing Arts Series:  Polynesian Paradise 
Dancers, traditional music and dances of the 
Polynesian Islands. 
UMMRA retirees are active and busy!  
Tap Payne, former professor of theater, lived 
in Italy for seven weeks in 2017.  In 2018 he 
toured England and Wales for five weeks, and 
will tour Spain and France for two months in 
2019. Former political science professor and 
chair of the Division of Social Sciences, 
Jooinn Lee, and Clare moved to Seattle, 
Washington in May, 2018. Dale Livingston, 
retiree from environmental health and 
safety/facilities management, returned from a 
trip to Iceland in May. He found it “a very 
beautiful country with lots of waterfalls,” with 
time spent hiking and bird watching. Elizabeth 
Blake, former professor of French, attended 
her 70th class reunion last May in New York 
City. Pat Hein, retiree from the Office of 
Residential Life, attended the 2018 master 
gardener classes through the University of 
Minnesota. She is also part of the first barn 
quilt trail in Stevens County. Delores Rathke, 
retiree from dining services, took a Carnival 
cruise to Alaska, celebrated her grandson’s 
wedding, and traveled to the Canadian Rockies 
in July. Yvonne (Bonnie) Storck, former 
secretary in the Division of Social Sciences, 
traded in the family RV for traveling by car and 
attended the marriage of their granddaughter in 
September. Joan, former management 
professor, and Don Reicosky took a 
September cruise on the Mississippi. Don was 
invited to give presentations at two 
international meetings in Brazil in August, and 
edited two volumes on soil health. Lynn, 
computing services retiree, and Sheila Schulz 
kept busy working and planning their fall trip to 
Branson, Missouri. David Dylla, retiree from 
Plant Services, plays bridge in New Zealand 
three times a week and enjoyed the 250th 
celebration of Captain Cook’s landing in New 
Zealand on October 6, 1769.  Please keep us 
informed of your activities! 
KUDOS 
Alexa Barta '18 earned a Fulbright U.S. 
Student Program award for 2018–19. A 
statistics and Spanish alumna, Barta will spend 
nine months teaching English in Brazil, 
beginning February 2019. At UMM, she worked 
with the Latino community teaching English as 
a second language. Barta earned an English 
Teaching Assistant (ETA) award, and will 
provide assistance to English teachers abroad.  
Barta explained, “I wanted to go outside of my 
comfort zone and put my language and 
intercultural competence skills to good use."   
 
FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS 
David Israels-Swenson, senior director of 
Student Activities, Health and Wellness,  
received the Susan Maul Distinguished Service 
Award, the highest honor presented by the 
Association of College Unions International 
(ACUI), Region V. Awardees are distinguished 
by their efforts to develop the college union 
and student activities movement through their 
work within ACUI and on campus. 
 
NEWSWORTHY AT UMM 
New University of Minnesota president: 
Joan T.A. Gabel was named a finalist for the 
president of the University of Minnesota. After 
visiting all campuses where public forums were 
held, the Board of Regents 
voted unanimously to name Dr. Gabel the next 
president of the University of Minnesota.  
(Joan T.A. Gabel in public forum at UMM) 
Her wide range of academic leadership roles 
and qualifications in applied fields such as 
business, law, and risk management, will serve 
the university well. She will be the 17th 
person—and first woman—to hold this office in 
our 167-year history. She will assume office 
July 1, 2019. 
 
Bryan Hermann, (’01) was selected by the 
search committee as vice chancellor for 
finance and facilities; he has served in an 
interim role since 2015.  Bryan has an MBA 
from UMN Duluth. 
 
Edson auditorium was renamed as the new 
Edward J. and Helen Jane Morrison 
Performing Arts Center at a campaign launch 
celebration on September 21. Helen Jane 
Morrison was a longtime friend of the university 
whose generosity made the Morrison 
Performing Arts Center possible. 
 
(renovated interior of Edson auditorium) 
 
 (area outside of the new auditorium) 
 
On Saturday, October 6, the Peforming Arts 
Series presented Nobuntu, an a’cappella vocal 
ensemble made up of young women from 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, and Nobuntu. Their 
songs and dance celebrated the identities of 
African women.  
  
The Barber Lecture on Thursday, October 11 
featured Sonya Posmentier, New York 
University, speaking on “Black Reading: Lyrics 
of the Color Line.” 
 
The Jooinn Lee Lecture on Tuesday, October 
16 featured Sean Parson, Northern Arizona 
University, speaking on “Apocalyptic Anxieties.” 
 
The Performing Arts Series, Friday, October 
26, presented the Griffin Theater “Letters 
Home,” letters written by soldiers serving in the 
Middle East. 
 
UMM Briggs Library celebrated its 50th 










and studying.     (Briggs Library in 1968) 
 
On December 13, a 
reception was held at the 
Multi-Cultural Resource 
Center honoring Duane 
Goodwin, the sculptor 
who created the 
 Nokoomis Nibii Equay  
(Grand-mother Water 
Woman) sculpture on 
the campus mall last 
summer. Goodwin donated another, smaller 
sculpture to the Morris campus that honors the 
survivors of the boarding school era.  
 
REFLECTIONS ON UMM 
UMM celebrates Native American Heritage 
Month in November.  The December 9 issue of 
Minnesota Daily featured an article, “A haven 
for Native American students: decades-old 
tuition waiver supports Morris students.”  The 
article reported that in 2018 Native American 
students made up 20% of the student  
population, whereas they comprise 2.5% 
across the U of M system.  Gabe Desrosiers, 
UMM alumnus and professor of Native 
American and Indigenous studies, said 
programs supporting the school’s Native 
American community help Morris become a 
unique haven for Native American students. As 
one UMM student commented, “Without the 
Native student population, I think I would have 
struggled a lot more [at college].  [Without the 
community] I probably wouldn’t have finished.” 
 
 
 Quarterly Newsletter, UMMRA Info 
 10% UMM Bookstore Discount (select items) 
 UMM Parking Pass for public UMM lots   
 Continued use of your University 
identification card  
 Mini-Grants of up to $350 for research 




For questions, comments, or information about 
this publication contact: 
UMMRA Info editor Donna Chollett 
cholledl@morris.umn.edu 
Please email news items that you would like to 
see in this newsletter to Donna.  Retirees are 
welcome to send a short reflection, memory, 
recollection, etc. that you have about UMM. 
These items may be included in future issues 
of UMMRA Info. 
UMMRA Steering Committee  
Ferolyn Angel, secretary 
Donna Chollett, UMMRA Info editor 
Michael O’Reilley, treasurer 
Cathy Kemble, coordinator of volunteers 
UMMRA Membership Benefits  
